Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 223 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.082; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.3.
In the title compound, [Cu(C 4 H 5 O 4 )(H 2 O)] n , the iminodiacetate (ida) ligands link the Cu II atoms into polymeric zigzag chains running along [010] . Each Cu II ion is fivecoordinated in a distorted square-pyramidal geometry by one N and two O atoms from an ida ligand, one O atom from the neighbouring ida ligand and one water O atom. In the crystal, the polymeric chains are held together via intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For applications of coordination polymers containing bridging carboxylate groups, see: Dey et al. (2003) ; Wu et al. (2009) ; Zhang et al. (2008) . For coordination polymers with iminodiacetic acid, see: Bresciani-Pahor et al. (1984) ; Ren et al. (2003) ; Song et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The syntheses of coordination polymers containing bridging carboxylate groups are of current interest due to potential applications in the areas of magnetism, ion exchange and photochemistry (Dey et al., 2003; Wu et al., 2009; Zhang et al., 2008) . The iminodiacetic acid has been found to be useful ligand, and a lot of transition metal polymers of iminodiacetic acid have been reported (Bresciani-Pahor et al., 1984; Ren et al., 2003; Song et al., 2011) . Here, we report the crystal structure The one-dimensional polymeric chains are packed through intermolecular O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) to form three-dimensional structure (Fig. 2) .
2H 2 O (0.0171 g, 0.1 mmol), iminodiacetic acid (0.0133 g, 0.1 mmol), NaOH (0.0084 g, 0.2 mmol), H 2 O (0.5 mL) and ethanol (3 mL) were placed in a thick Pyrex tube and heated at 120°C for 3 days. After cooling at a rate of 5°C/h to the ambient temperature, blue block crystals were collected, washed with anhydrous ethanol, and then dried at room temperature. The yield is 76% based on iminodiacetic acid. Analysis found: C, 22.98; H, 3.36; N, 6.56%. Calculated for C 4 H 7 CuNO 5 : C, 22.59; H, 3.32; N, 6.59%. 
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